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 Utah State University 
Caine College of the Arts 
Department of Music 
Request for an Emphasis in Harp 
 
 
Section I: Request 
 
The Utah State University Department of Music seeks to obtain approval to offer a harp emphasis within 
the Bachelor of Music degree.  All required courses for the proposed emphasis are currently offered (see 
attached program of study), and no change is anticipated in departmental instructional activities.  It is 
anticipated that the addition of several harp students will have a positive impact on the quality of large 
ensemble and chamber music performance by adding student harpists to the pool of available instrumental 
resources. 
 
 
Section II: Need 
 
Several serious students have studied harp for credit with the department’s current harp teacher, but have 
not been able to major in music because USU does not have an emphasis in harp. Utah has a strong harp 
culture with more than 50 private teachers, serving as a source for a substantial number of prospective 
university students. Other USHE programs offering harp emphases are Weber State University and the 
University of Utah. Because of the physical space and storage requirements, harp programs are typically 
capped at around 6-10 students at the undergraduate level. It is not anticipated that USU’s program would 
have a significant impact on other programs in the state or region, but would allow additional opportunities 
for harpists who would like to pursue harp study at the college level. As the Caine College of the Arts 
expands its reputation in music, adding a harp emphasis provides further depth to USU’s program.  
 
 
Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
Any enrollment changes will be very small, likely fewer than two students per year.  No significant impact 
on class size is anticipated.  There will be no change to existing administrative structures, nor will any 
changes in faculty or staff be required.  There will be no new equipment or facilities needs. 
 
 
Section IV: Finances 
 
Since all classes for the proposed program are currently offered and funded by existing resources, no need 
for new funds is anticipated.  No budgetary impact is anticipated for any other programs or units. 
 
 
  
 
 
